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UPDATE: TASK FORCE PELICAN  
Wednesday - September 14, 2005 

 
 

LA National Guard 
 

- The 15th day since Hurricane Katrina hit LANG has more than doubled military 
forces in the city 

o Nearly 5,000 LANG soldiers  
o Nearly 20,000 troops from throughout the country 
o Total estimate of over 25,000 military personnel in LA 

 
- LANG primary missions include saving lives, enforcing security, evacuating 

residents, and supporting existing critical infrastructures.   
 
- The Federal Protective Services is concerned with potential identity theft of 

hurricane victims who died and the availability of personal information from 
devastated areas;  

o Advises caution giving personal data to insurance adjusters 
o FEMA ensuring they are legitimate officials.   
o Each affected parish is assigned its own Task Force (TF), which is primarily 

managed by TF Santa Fe.   
 

- The National Guard forces continue to provide security for the companies to restore 
utilities in the city.  

 
- Task Force Jefferson continues working with parish officials to transition the 82nd 

Airborne into some of the static security missions, thus freeing up the National 
Guardsmen for law enforcement missions.   

 
- Task Force Defender continues to perform security missions outside the affected 

parishes. 
 

- Task Force Eagle continues operations out of Belle Chasse Tactical Air Operations 
Center after jumping from the Superdome.   

 
- Within the last 24 hours, LA Army National Guard has received an additional 25 

missions of Security, Logistical, Aviation, and Transportation. 
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Coast Guard 
 

- The Coast Guard and its industry partners have established a Joint Information 
Center to support the response to 7 major oil spills in the southern Louisiana area 
following Hurricane Katrina. 

 
- The Joint Information Center can be reached starting Sept. 14 at 7 a.m. 

 
- Phone: (225) 267-2937  Website: www.uscgstormwatch.com 

 
 
 

Louisiana Office of Homeland Security Talking Points 
  

- Temporary Housing Sites 
o OSHEP is working with FEMA to ready temporary housing sites  
o Trailers are beginning to move into the identified sites.  
o Word from FEMA is that the sites may be ready for habitation as early as next 

week. 
  

- Humanitarian Missions Continue  
o With the aid of FEMA and the Louisiana National Guard, humanitarian 

missions continue throughout the state providing food, water and ice to the 
needy. 

  
- OSHEP staff continues to liaise with FEMA to improve the conditions of displaced 

Louisiana citizens who are in shelters throughout Louisiana and the rest of the 
country.  

o Our efforts are centered on bringing those people back to Louisiana as 
quickly as possible and providing for the needs of those affected by Hurricane 
Katrina. 

 
 

American Red Cross 
 

- More than 74,000 compassionate Red Cross disaster relief workers continue to 
meet the changing needs of tens of thousands of disaster survivors. 

 
- Since Katrina made landfall, the Red Cross has housed more than 207,000 

survivors -- providing nearly 1.94 million overnight stays-- in 709 shelters across 
24 states and the District of Columbia. 

 
- The Red Cross has served more than 7.6 million hot meals and more than 6.6 

million snacks to survivors of Hurricane Katrina.   
 

- Important Red Cross numbers: 
o For Information: 1-866-GET-INFO (1-866-438-4636) 
o To Apply for Financial Assistance: 1-800- 975-7585 
o To Find Friends & Family:  1-877-LOVED 1S (1-877-568-3317) 
o To donate: 1-800- HELP- NOW (1-800-4357-669) 

http://www.uscgstormwatch.com/
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Department of Health & Hospitals 
 

- An updated number of fatalities has been announced at 423.  
o This number will be updated as often as possible when deaths are determined to 

be storm-related. 
 

- On behalf of the State of Louisiana and Gov. Blanco, the DHH has signed a 
contract with Kenyon International Emergency Services to continue the recovery 
of those who have died due to Katrina.  
o The contract is effective 9/12/2005 through 11/15/2005. 
 

- Health care organizations providing medical care for Hurricane Katrina evacuees are 
eligible for pharmaceuticals and medical supplies through a new system established 
by DHH to collect and distribute donations.  
o Donations will be distributed to special needs shelters, Red Cross shelters, 

federally qualified health centers and rural health clinics. 
o The qualified providers should call 1-866-334-9587 or 225- 922-2032 to place 

orders. 
 

- The status of public water systems that have been affected by Hurricane Katrina 
continues to be updated on a daily basis.  
o Visit www.dhhemergencynews.com for more information. 

 
 

 
Department of Social Services 

 
- The Office of Community Services encourages those who registered missing 

children on the www.missingkids.com website and have since been reunited with 
these children to please call the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
at (800) THE LOST.  
o By having their children’s names removed from the missing list, resources will be 

redirected toward finding those children who are still missing. 
 
- From Sept. 2 thru 8:30 a.m., Sept. 13, the Office of Family Support has certified 

245,335 households (with an average of 3 family members per HH) for total Disaster 
Food Stamp benefits of more than $91 million. 

 
- Secretary Ann S. Williamson met with U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services Secretary Mike Leavitt, who reaffirmed a commitment to ensuring the 
state’s needs are supported on the federal level.  
o The two visited shelters at the River Center in Baton Rouge and the Cajun Dome 

in Lafayette. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.dhhemergencynews.com
http://www.missingkids.com/
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Department of Education 
 

- State Superintendent of Education Cecil J. Picard is preparing a letter to United 
States Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings. 

 
- To help prepare the letter, Picard met face-to-face today with Dr. Henry Johnson, 

Assistant Secretary for the United States Department of Education. 
 
- Updated numbers of displaced Louisiana public school students are now as high as 

186,000 and the number of displaced employees is approximately 25,700. 
 
- Picard is proposing an appropriation from Congress totaling more than $2.4 billion 

to cover displaced employee salaries, retirement and insurance costs. 
 
- Picard is also requesting specific waivers in regards to No Child Left Behind and 

Accountability. 
 
- Preliminary enrollment numbers show that more than 20,000 displaced students 

have been registered across the state.  
 
- Six districts have enrolled more than 1,000 children. They are Ascension, 

Rapides, Caldacieu, Caddo, East Baton Rouge and Livingston Parishes. 
 
 

Board of Regents 
 

- Southern University – Baton Rouge  
o The 75th Annual Coronation of Miss Southern University, to be held Friday, 

September 16, will not be as elaborate as originally planned.  
o Miss Southern University, Sharika King, announced that she will instead donate 

the $10,000 to the Southern University Hurricane Relief Fund to help purchase 
books and supplies for displaced students affected by Hurricane Katrina. 

 
- LSU-BR  

o Because of the recovery efforts currently under way on LSU’s campus, the East 
Baton Rouge College Fair, scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 14, has been 
canceled. 

 
- LCTCS  

o The Louisiana Community and Technical College System has now processed the 
more than 800 checks for the displaced Delgado faculty and staff, and the 
checks are now available to be picked up.  

o The checks may be picked up at the LCTCS System office, from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m.  

o If a faculty or staff member is unable to pick up their check at the System Office 
o Please call the LCTCS Hurricane Call Center at (225) 922-1633 and provide your 

current mailing address. 
 
 
 



 5

- University of Louisiana System 
o Currently registering approximately 3,300 displaced students 
o Sheltered approximately 10,500 evacuees  
o Housed 1,000 Entergy and emergency workers 
o Offered over 720 acres of land for recovery use 
o Held special orientation and counseling sessions for displaced students 

 
- Northwestern & Southeastern University 

o NSU & SU are offering compressed semester terms to accommodate displaced 
students, both starting in October 

 
- Nicholls State University  

o After accepting more than 850 displaced college and university students, 
Nicholls State University will hold its final day of registration for the fall semester 
on Wednesday, Sept. 14. 

 
 

Department of Labor  
 

- DOL is arranging, participating in, or promoting job fairs from Markesville to Ruston 
over the next two weeks. 

 
- DOL has extended the deadline to accept claims for Disaster Unemployment 

    Assistance from October 7 to November 30 
 

- DOL has taken 126,000 new unemployment insurance claims in Louisiana in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  
o Another 55,000 have been taken in other states. 

 
- DOL has launched a special link on its webpage at  www.laworks.net to make it 

   easier for  U.I. claimants file a change of address online 
 
 
 

Department of Transportation & Development 
 
Traffic Services Update  
 
Report on Baton Rouge Immediate Traffic Improvements 

- Study to investigate reversing lanes on Florida Boulevard (Foster to Downtown) has 
begun.  Results expected by 9/26/05. 

- Timing modification studies being conducted on Perkins Road, Hooper Road and 
Wax Road. 

- To help traffic flow, signals were taken down and replaced by barricades: US 61 
(Airline) at Pecue Lane, US 190 (Florida Boulevard) at Cloud, US 190 (Florida 
Boulevard) at Harco, US 61 (Florida Boulevard) at Marilynwell worth , and US 190 
(Florida Boulevard) at Cora. 

 
  
 

www.laworks.net
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Infrastructure System Signal Operability & Action Plan 
- Seven statewide traffic signals crews are working in affected areas along with district 

crews.   
- Two statewide sign crews will be on the Westbank in Orleans Parish.  One statewide 

sign crew will be on I-310 in Jefferson Parish 
  
 
Road Update  
 
Road Closures   

- La. 23 South Bound in Plaquemines Parish at West Pont a La Hache.  U.S. 90 at the 
East Pearl River Bridge, at the Mississippi State Line in St. Tammany Parish, is 
closed due to an inoperable bridge.   

- La. 433 at the Bayou Liberty Bridge, in St. Tammany Parish, is closed due to bridge 
damage. No other roads closed except in inaccessible parishes. 

  
 
Ferry Update  
 
CCCD Landings  

- All three crossings are damaged.  
- Contractors are pumping out sunken landing pontoons, removing damaged steel 

members and installing temporary supports where needed to make the work sites 
safe.   

- The two steel bridge spans at the Marine Maintenance facility have been 
successfully lifted back into place and straightened.  

 
Ferries  

- The two damaged ferries on the levee will be refloated by Sept. 16, 2005.  
- They will be sent to a shipyard for repair.  Anticipate repair by mid October. 

  
 
Bridge Update 
 

- Moveable Bridges: Bridge repairs under contract. 
 
- Bayou Liberty -Coastal  

• Estimated completion = 6 months 
 

- West Larose -Electrical only by E. P. Breaux which is now complete.   
• More work is required. 
 

- Barataria - Boh Brothers  
• Estimated completion = 3-4 weeks 
 

- Chef - Boh Brothers  
• Estimated completion = 2 months 
 

- Rigolets – Coastal 
• Estimated completion = 2-3 weeks 
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 Ports Update  
 

- Port of New Orleans  
o Partially operational.  
o Steel coils shipped by barge to an Alabama auto manufacturer on Sept. 12. 
o This was the first commercial cargo to be shipped through the port.   
o Three large diesel generators to power pump stations were loaded onto barges 

for the Army Corps of Engineers on Sept. 12.   
 
  
Waterways Update  
 

- Mississippi River  
o Ship channel is now open, all vessel depth restrictions have been lifted.  

 
- Gulf Intracoastal Waterway  

o IHNC Lock is operational but not operating due to bridge closures and sunken 
barges in the Industrial Canal.   

 
- Mississippi River Gulf Outlet  

o Currently being surveyed, rough seas hampering survey.  ATONs rebuilt.  
Channel should be open soon to vessels of 25 foot draft or less.  

 
  
Levees & Pumping Stations  
 

- Orleans Levee District 
o Levee breech at 17th Street Canal south of Hammond Highway closed through 

assistance of West Jefferson Levee District and USACE.   
o East side 

 400 foot breach at London Ave. Canal south of Robert E. Lee bridge  
• Closed per USACE 

 
 200 foot breach at London Avenue Canal north of Mirabeaux Canal bridge 

• Closed per USACE 
 

- Numerous breaches located on Industrial Canal.   
 
- Lake front levees do not appear to have been breached.  

 
- Bayou Bievenue and Violet-Dupre Structure partially operational.  

 
- West Jefferson Levee District - Debris removal underway.   

 
  
LOOP Update 
 

- Fourchon Booster Station has two booster pumps running at this time  
 

- LOOP capacity is virtually 100% of normal maximum capacity.  
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Public Affairs 

- 3,859 calls have been received at the customer Service Call Center since 8/31/05 

 
Department of Environmental Quality 

 
- In the flood zone (East Bank Greater New Orleans) 

• 144 flood water samples have been collected 
• Results for samples collected through September 8th, show concentrations of 

metals and toxic organic pollutants to be below levels of concern.   
• Pesticides and herbicides have been detected at low levels, but not at a level that 

is an acute health concern.  Bacterial levels continue to be high.  
 
 
- In the Lake Ponchartrain estuary and surrounding waters 

• 46 samples collected at the completion of Round Two from 23 ambient sites.   
• Sampling to continue twice per week for the foreseeable future. 

 
 

- The NOAA ship “Nancy Foster” will begin a sampling cruise off the coasts of 
LA, MS, AL.   
• The purpose of the cruise is to obtain water, sediment and fish/shrimp samples to 

determine the presence of contaminants and pathogens. 
 

 
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 

 
- Habitat Damage Assessment Continues 
 

o LDWF foresters estimate timber losses at $27 million on state wildlife 
management areas (WMAs), mainly in the Florida Parishes.  

 
o Roadways leading to LDWF properties are being cleared but access into the 

interior of  WMAs ( by hunters) will be difficult in the upcoming season due to 
downed trees and limbs -- mainly in the Pearl River, Sandy Hollow and Ben’s 
Creek WMAs. 
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Department of Corrections 
 

- DOC and the Humane Society of the United States are in discussions to 
temporarily house and care for animals displaced by Hurricane Katrina at some of 
our state institutions. 
o Human Society representatives will tour both Dixon Correctional Institute and the 

Louisiana State Penitentiary on Wednesday and meet with staff to work out 
details. 

 
- 658 inmates were moved to different facilities on Tuesday to achieve a reasonable 

degree of balance (in terms of population) within the state correctional system. 
 
- Approximately 70 St. Tammany Parish work release inmates will be moved back to 

their home facility today.   
o The inmates were being housed at J. Levy Dabadie Correctional Center in 

Pineville. 
 
- “72-hour hearings” are scheduled today at Elayn Hunt Correctional Center in St. 

Gabriel for male and female detainees arrested in Orleans and Jefferson parishes 
after Hurricane Katrina. 

 
- Representatives of the Attorney General’s Office, the Orleans Parish Indigent 

Defender Board and the Orleans Parish District Attorney’s Office are scheduled to 
attend the hearings.  

 
- Family members inquiring about an inmate’s transfer location (those evacuated from 

Jefferson and Orleans parishes) may call (225) 342-5935 or (225) 342-3998 for 
more information. 

 
- Those offenders under probation or parole supervision who were forced to evacuate 

due to Hurricane Katrina are asked to check-in with the Department immediately.  
Probation and Parole agents are manning the following phone lines 
o 1-800-869-2909 
o (225) 342-0921 
o (225) 342-0923 342-0933 

 
- 20 Probation and Parole agents are continuing to provide 24/7 security for the New 

Orleans Fire Department Command Center at Holy Cross.  
 
 
 

### 
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